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Too early to
iudEIe

O1{ B€adle co0ldnt rcslst taldng a
pop at Cbancellor Gordon Brown
wl|€ he wa5 awaded an honorary

deglgs In erYcai06 ye6t€dry.
Brlt it feels rather churlish to target one ofthe

main drivers of the lvake Poverty History
campaigf for failing to deliver on targets agreed
at Gleneaeiles just two years ago.

IVr Beadle \4as right to say that the man
expected to be the next Prime N4inister will be
judged not by the promises he makes, but the
promises he keeps.

It is too early to delivef a verdict in t s
instance, though, especially when the suc-
cessful delivery ofthe various pledges requires
other wodd leaders to act as well.

Once NIr Brown is resideniin No 10 Downlng
Street, of course, the pressure and the ex-
pectation will change. After that, Ron Beadle
will not be alone in makingjudgments.

By then, however Mr Brcwn's plate will be full
of prcblems and the lr,nescale for keeping his
promises will be much shorter too,
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I WAS surlrised ald sdry to b@ tbe ru
I noie sDack by Ro Bedle Eg&diae tu
'bremature" avad of d bonor*y de€ree to
Gordon Bro$D by New@sfle UniwEity
("Brom's 6ive6ity hoou bltmhre"',
The Jaml, I?Nay 9) utd mnder to sbat
ertent Mr Beadle's viees .e9€sent 6@ of
his pafty, the Iiberal Delr1lrnts. .

What a codnst to ihe jl]rs8e rbe uiBity
I@iEd tom Aftbbishop D6mdd 41tu,
wimer of the NotEl t€a@ Pria "I,{of, dBt is
tuldng hisrory! tu bies yoL" Soiladt Dalid
Calr]mq iadd of the Qpcitjon, gomusly
wrcre &at "I @ngdtrtate N€@stle Unimny
for boldins dis seial Hommry DegE
Cedony and pay tribute to th@ stn $i[ be
dogdi*d loday for tbei. @* and eEois
t@ads nariDg pcErty histolr.

Acadmic statrstD iBdgatel tlE plDp@l b
honou the Chd@nor w not ituplying $ar he
h6 dore oqtthi.g he @dd and sho'rld hare
doDe in tbe6ghtagaistSlobarpd€itt On the
contary lite 'Y Sn Bob Crldof and fte aid
agemi6, @ haw often ben shaqty diti€l of
him. H()$@r re belim in BMrg dedit*t!@
ids due md Eognis tbai the chmlor dc
ha€ outstanding aclti@ndts lo his l]me
panicolarv in Elation ro debt dref @d
incMs€d aid. Mr B@dle 9::G ll@e tbat the
uireBfty had ooE tt'd re pmfris otr
ulrich to be Is dcisior Mr Blr'n 16 the
arlitect of the ftst majot deltr dal, agEd at
the Cologne C€ in 19S9, lllrich tE d@dy
bdefired abolrt 30 p@! @wti6, ard n 20m
lE almuc€d the 100% caffdtariotr of rbe

OORDOI{ BROUDT Dr David tuldir€ has
praised i'le honour bestou€d on the
Chancellor by Ne'.vcaste Uni!€rsity

dehs d\€d to Brftain by rlmy of thm
Nrcstl€ Unimiry is to be @ngEtulated for
the imgioatim ed moral @m8e it hd shtm
t! cbdpionilgulEt qi8inaly seIed lfte e
obs@ ed imporSle (:l@ Its Bbbaly
ujque stanG is vieR€d with aslonilbmdt dd

Rrn Seadle is @nainly nght in saying dEr
mdryof ihe G8t pllnis e@in unirtned
md dEr de cban@l!cr'! bejudged]r/the

11& hope Mondays honou. win moun8e Mr
Bnm to kep not iusa tt'e pomis he mde to
us, but th@ he hd trEde b rhe millim who
lire m abiet ed agonising powny

DR DAVID GOlDl G, Honmry Chaprain,'
thi@6ily of liew€sne ad Dewloprnent cc

ordinator, [{ake Ftrqv History NE, Nffiue


