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Too early to
judge

» ON Beadle couldn’t resist taking a

pop at Chancellor Gordon Brown

when he was awarded an honorary |

degree in Newcastie yesterday.

But it feels rather churlish to target one of the
main drivers of the Make Poverty History

campaign for failing to deliver on targets agreed
at Gleneagles just two years ago.

Mr Beadle was right to say that the man

expected to be the next Prime Minister will be
judged not by the promises he makes, but the
promises he keeps.

It is too early to deliver a verdict in this
instance, though, especially when the suc-
cessful delivery of the various pledges requires
other world leaders to act as well.

Once Mr Brown is resident in No 10 Downing
Street, of course, the pressure and the ex-
pectation will change. After that, Ron Beadle
will not be alone in making judgments.

By then, however, Mr Brown'’s plate will be full |

of problems and the timescale for keeping his |

promises will be-much shorter too.



Friday, January 12, 2007

Sorry to hear sour
note over degree

WAS surprised and sorry to hear the sour
note struck by Ron Beadle regarding the
“premature” award of an honorary degree to

Gordon Brown by Newcastle University
(“Brown’s university honour ‘premature’™,
The Journal, January 9) and wonder to what
extent Mr Beadle’s views represent those of
his party, the Liberal Democrats. ¢

What a contrast to the message the university
received from Archbishop Desmond Tutu,
winner of the Nobel Peace Prize: “Now that is
making history! God bless you.” Similarly, David
Cameron, Leader of the Opposition, generously
wrote that “T congratulate Newcastle University
for holding this special Honorary Degree
Ceremony and pay tribute to those who will be
recognised today for their work and efforts

towards making poverty history”.

honour the Chancellor were not implying that he
has done everything he could and should have
done in the fight against global poverty. On the
contrary, like “Dr” Sir Bob Geldof and the aid
agencies, we have often been sharply critical of
him. However, we believe in giving credit where
it’s due and recognise that the Chancellor does
have outstanding achievements to his name,
particularly in relation to debt relief and
increased aid. Mr Beadle seems unaware that the
university had more than mere promises on
which to base its decision. Mr Brown was the
architect of the first major debt deal, agreed at
the Cologne G8 in 1999, which has already
benefited about 30 poor countries, and in 2000
he announced the 100% cancellation of the

Academic staff who instigate the proposal to -

GORDON BROWN: Dr David Golding has -
praised the honour bestowed on the
Chancellor by Newcastle University.

debts owed to Britain by many of them.
Newecastle University is to be congratulated for
the imagination and moral courage it has shown
in championing what originally seemed like an
obscure and impossible cause. Its globally
unique stance is viewed with astonishment and
admiration elsewhere.

Ron Beadle is certainly right in saying that
many of the GB's promises remain unfulfilled
and that the Chancellor “will be judged by the
promises he keeps”.

We hope Monday's honour will encourage Mr
Brown to keep not just the promises he made to
us, but those he has made to the millions who
live in abject and agonising poverty.

DR DAVID GOLDING, Honorary Chaplain,
University of Newcastle and Development Co-
ordinator, Make Poverty History NE, Newcastle
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