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The biq
dilemm?

SIR Bob Geldot has long t€en an
advocale for rackling world poverty.

n ls mole lhan 20 yearc since he
dalvanised entertainers from across lhe
iorld lo take rart in Live Ad.

His work raised awEreness ol the
issus as rell as huge amounls or money
to h|:lp the people of Aftica, and Ethioph
in partlcular. Bul despite hrs efforts we
go inbo 20()7 wirh poverty slill a crippling

Newc€stl€ UniveBity yesteday
b€siowed an honorary degr€€ on lhe
ooo leoend. Alonoside hint was chan-
i:eibl a--nd Prime Minisrerin-waitinq GoF
don Brown, who was slmllady honour€d
for his wolk in trylng to tr€lp ease $e
fnancial cdsis in Africs.

The event vuas rlad(ed wilh an Intel-
lectral debate on 'lnaldng poverly his-

_And 
lttere is the problem; desPiie

high'prsfile tundralslng, govemm€its
working logelher to esse the debt buF
tbns tucing the poor€sl countries and a
whole s€ries ol other measurcs, huge
swalhes ol F€ople slill live in poverty.

Too m.ny regimes live in luxurious
splendour while the Fople lhey govem
$a e.

Eliminaring developing wotld debt is
ontu D6rr ol the soluton. There ne€ds to
be ; i,olilical will to help the€e counties
Ebuitd lrom within and realke lheir tull
econoinlc pobnlial to give their people a
b€tEl lfie In lhe long-tern.

Only W continually highligming the
igrue and puUing pr€€sure on lhe PeoPle
who @n m.ke a dilierence -that is tho6e
in govsnm€rn - can lh€ ilirue be lruv

As Sh Bob Geldof says, lt is ab6urd in
a world of surplus ihal som€ people
have nothing and through no fault of

ff yesieday's event achbved nolhing
olher than keeping world poverty al the
forefronl of our minds then it was a
worlhwhile exercis€.


