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By AMY HUNT
and NICOLA JUNCAR

POLITICAL hot
topics were debated
on Tyneside  as

Chancellor Gordon
Brown and
campaigner Sir Bob
Geldof paid a visit to
the region.

The pair were invited
to receive honorary

degrees from Newcastle
University for their work
to wipe out poverty in
developing countries.

d Mr Brown, seen as
Prime Minister-in-waiting,
officially launched Newcas-
tle College’s Trade Union
Education Centre.

Mr Brown and Sir Bob
took the opportunity to
speak about issues close to
their hearts, with the Irish
former pop star taking part
in a debate on world poverty
issues with fellow debt relief
campaigners and honorary
graduates. They were polit-
ical economist Susan
George, former President of
Tanzania Benjamin William
Mkapa and Dr David Gold-
ing, development co-ordina-

tor of Make Poverty History
North East.
And the Chancellor

addressed delegates at the
College’s Rye Hill Campus,
saying he believes the North
East is leading the way in
* forging an economy to rival
huge powers like China.
“This facility has grown
so much in such a short
space of time,” he said.
“Just a few years ago, this
service came from one room
and was used by ahandful of
pegple. . oo

CHANCELLOR RECEIVES DEGREE ALONGSIDE

CALL FOR ACTION: Bob
Geldof at the Live 8 show

“From that, we now have
this fantastic centre that
more than 2,500 people use
and it offers more than 1,000
courses.

“I know the differ- .,
ence trade union
learning can make.

“At award presen-
tations, I've seen the
enthusiasm of learn-
ers who've [finally
achieved a skill that
the old school system
'gidn’t give them credit
or.

after their school could

not provide for them.”
He added: “We need to -

be looking at the work
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The big
dilemma

SIR Bob Geldof has long been an
advocate for tackling world poverty.
it is more than 20 years since he
galvanised entertainers from across the
world to take part in Live Ald. - ;

His work raised awareness of the
issue as well as huge amounts of money
to help the people of Africa, and Ethiopia
in particular. But despite his efforis we
go into 2007 with poverly still a crippling
problem.

Newcastle University yesterday
bestowed an honorary degree on the

-pop legend. Alongside him was Chan-
cellor and Prime Minister-in-waiting Gor-
don Brown, who was similarly honoured
for his work in trying to help ease the
financial crisis in Africa.

The event was marked with an intel-
lectual debate on “making poverty his-
tory”.

And there is the problem; despite
high-profile fundraising, governments
working together to ease the debt bur-
dens facing the poorest countries and a
whole series of other measures, huge
swathes of people still live in poverty.

Too many regimes live in luxurious
splendour while the people they govern
starve. :

Eliminating developing world debt is
only part of the solution. There needs to
be a political will to help these countries
rebuild from within and realise their full
economic potential to give their people a
better life in the long-term.

Only by continually highlighting the
issue and putting pressure on the people
who can make a difference —that is those
in government — can the issue be truly
tackled.

As SirBob Geldof says, it is absurd in
a world of surplus that some people
have nothing and through no fault of
their own.

If yesterday’s event achieved nothing
other than keeping world poverty at the
forefront of our minds then it was a
worthwhile exercise.




